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Deity, and future life, to relinquiſh a Religion 
of _ ſo. much genuine Piety ,"and ſimple inno- 
cence as ours is, for the fond Su _ of 
flcatbers*. and groſs tdblatenry! world: fre-niot 
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Pantines Elergy, the undoubted ſpawn df Po- 
pery,,-can never well be diſcerned, Our ble(- 
fed: Saviour Chrift | then having publickly be- 
fore' Fofitins Pilate declared his Kingdom was 
not of this world," and not enly fo, but refuſed 
to arbitrate privately betwixt two Brothers , as 
being! neither Judge nor Divider among them ; 
ad baying over and above this, ſtrictly prohi- 
bited any-priority among his followers, | and 
that not only. by words, but. by wonderful Ex- 
ample, | himſelt condeſcending to the molt fer- 
vile Office of waſhing their feet ; cannot be 
ſuppoſed in cantradittion -to all this, ' to have 
erected a Spiritual Juriſdiction, or a Corpora- 
tion.of Prieſts, empowr'd'Arbitrarily go Enact 
Laws, axjd'to force all Orders of -men, it once 
Chriſtians , to pay humble and{implicite ;Obc- 
dience to them ; and this upon pain of fprieiting 
their whole right to '(publick Reputation and 
Humane Converſe, nay Religion, and Ecerval 
Salvation it fel -, | 

Nox do we anywhere find in; Scripture. that 
he ever did de faGo inſtitute any Form of Go- 
vernment, either by Biſhops, Presbyters, or o- 
thers > but of this fee the excellent Author of 
Irenicam, , or Weaponſalve, at large. Trac in- 
Geet, he once (aid, Dic Eccleſie,Tell the Conven- 
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_ but thoſe are not words of [rifftiention , 
poſe that Comvention already in 
as _—_— the Fudpwe ent and Corncil, mcutiveled 

m Marth. 5. What great ſhall we fay ?. Muſt he 
not of be in to have direfted 
his Diſciples to Aſſociate , as all other Sefts of 
Jews did , according to the Form of Polite 
then in uſe ? Yes furely, if he was no Fudge 
nor Divider , nor had- any Earthly Kingdom. 
Is this my ſingle opinion y of doth not' the in- 
comparable | Gratins upon A&s 14. aſſert the 
ſame im theſe full words: Tormm regimen Ecele- 

arum Chriſti conformatum eft af Exemplar $ 

4 9The tm whole ee "of Cloots 
Churches was fhap'd to the Model of | the Symnt- 
gogmes , or Moſaick Form of Politie. - And 
certainly , had not this been true, onr Saviout 
would''ttever- have predifted it as one of the 
cahantitics his faichful followers ſhould endure 
for his ſake, co be Expelt'd the Symagbgues, | birt 
rather the contrary, to be forc'dits thi, ' 

What theſe Symagogues were} feiper Glporition 

to tnention', fince-the Learned fo well ' ki, 
that moſt” of the Judicatuves of thoſe anther 
Nations; which we have ty account of, were 
Confectated' Temples , intended forthe Yn * 
Hageinent'of Drvice and Fluchenc Aa joyife 
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ly : Suck were the Roman Corti ,- the 4thenian 
Areopagus, the Delphich Tempe, the Comnentions 
of the Hebrews , and their Temple at Hieruſa- 
lem. Bue the Ifroelitich Conventions, called in 
Greek ſometime Swzegege, and ſometime Eccle- 
ſte, were made up of as many Freemen of ther 
reſpective Burroughs, (or to the world was an- 
riently mode] Ds as at the vorce of a Cryer, or 
the winding of a Horn, would atiemble; the 
Town-Councit callid the Frerbytery or Senate , 
wath their Chict, | ever preſiding. VFhi prime 
man, call'd in Greek Aribox, Archifynzgogne, or 
Eprſcopne, for ſo ( Judg.9 9. 28. } Zebai Mayor 
of Sbechem is ſtiled by the Septueagrut , was 101 
{upermtend and manage the Compention , 'and 
the Canzeel| called Precbyters m Greek, and iy 
Latine:Semzores , 'bemg men of Age, Gravity, 


and Prudence , were to weigh and examine 
matters brought before them, and to:direct and: 
advite the Commoners ; and m hae, the whole 
or-X5s Was to give Suftrage ; and this in; 

all Cailes whatfoever, whether Sacved or Civil, 

except fome few , which bring 'very weighty, 
were reſerved for the Cognizance of the Am- 
phiftyones of the Nation, I mean the Seventy 
two. wite Repreſentatives of the Frabes, called 
the Memes , or Grand Council , who fat in 
the 
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the: Temple 'or Divine Oracle at Hiernſalen: ; 
the: Prieſts then making no diſtind State: from 
the reſt , bur Voting in common with others, 
whatever Figure any. of them happened to 
make, -: either in; the Synedrion , or the leſſer 
Conventions ; "their peculiar work being not 
Government, but Sacrificing, &c.-;+ Bur that the 
Syagognes were really Civil Courts , is plain 
from thoſe many-paſlages in the New Teſta- 
ment; that mention. Frials in them for Adultery 
and other Crimes:;' as' alſo che Apdſtles being 
perſecuted and \ whipped it. them. which: cer- 
rainly could'not have been', if they had been 
meer Oratories. like our Churchcs.. . But the 
Jewiſh ſtory of Suſanna-among our Apocryphal 
Books, puts:the controverlie out ob all ſtion, 
which :i very: well :defervesthe, peruſal;::. for 
though it be not Divinely mſpired, yet1tgives 
us a diſtin and cleat account of the manner 
of Trials'in thoſe: anticnt Conwentzions... * Now 
that the Fews, of ,which the Chriſtians were a 

Sect; were fo tenacious of. their antient Rights 
and:Form of -Poline, ;' that they kept up in-all 
their Captwities'.and Peregriations,their Syna- 
gognes or Conventions ,, with the: ſame zeal they 
maintaind theiv:Religion; and Rituals with , 1s 
{oi wel known ;::4lat Lneed not here tell: it. 
21:3 Bur 
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Bur being now under the Juriſdiction of other 
Nations, and depriv'd of their Jura Majeſtatis, 
and fo of the cognizance of matters (Capital 
by their Laws, they could not puniſh un any 
cale with Death , unleſs perchance ſame- 
times cither by a particular Licence or Con- 
nivance from their Superiours : To ſupply this 
neceſſary detect , they were forc'd to have 
recourle to Expulſion or Baniſhment from their 
Community , with a Form of Imprecation, or 
Anathema, whereby the 'Excommunicated was 
devoted to Divine Vengeance and-the fury of 
the Penal Demons; a Cultome common to 
them with the: Athenians and antient Romans, 
who were-wont to back all \ſuch-Laws as the 
would. have to be Sacred and Inviolable, wit 
a dreadful Curſe:upon ſuch as ſhould preſume 
toi break them, or ſhould: break them and-yet 
elcape publick :Juſtice. Sacrate Leges (faith 
Feſtvs)) funt' quibus' ſancium eft, qui quitl ad- 
2erſus eas fecent ,  ſarer aliom Deorum fit, cunt 
fanned pecumitque. Laws made Sacred are ſuch 
as, have a:Clenſe imtherr, Ordering that whoever 
Joalt do any "thing againſt them ſhall be Devoted 
to. ſome one of the 'Gods, with his Family and 
Goods: That what 1'have affirmed of the 
Jews,” 4s :nar by. mere-conjeure , I will pro- 
= B duce 
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duce one clear Teſtimony, which our Learned 
Selden quotes out of a Manuſcript , in his firſt 
Book De Syneariis. The Author is one Elias 
ben Moſes , by Sect a Carte or Scripturiſt , 
who ſpeaks of Benjamin ben Mofes thus 
M 261 VEUD2 yUTW © 17 MT 1 1812 TR; 
ex ow Thy Yapn bevy aw MT9n may ma. 
veo WR Pan WR oa WA wato py bp 
: YMPON7T2" BY) 01D) 23-2 NIP that is, Rabbi 
Benjamin ben Moſes ſaid, That ſuch as had 
committed any foul Crime , or tranſgreſs'd in any 
ſuch caſe as might not be puniſhed as the Law 
required , in time of Captivity , was to repent 
and make bis Submiſſion , with a promiſe of A- 
mendment. But if be ſhould refuſe to promiſe 
Obedience to the Divine Laws, we were to Ana- 
thematize and Excommmuicate bim, as it is writ- 
ten, (Ezra 10. 8.) His goods ſhall be Anathe- 
matiz.d , and bimſelf Excommunicated from the 
Cabal, or Eccleſſa, Which Text was not un- 
derſtood by our Tranſlators, nor by the Lear- 
ned Grotius himſelf, who is in the fame errour 
with them. And that this was put in praQtice 
by the Jews upon the Primitive Chriſtians, EF 
authencically prove by the Authority of St. J#- 
fiiv Martyr in his incomparable Dialogue with 
Tryphon the Jew. Kai 9w (faith be) is thniforras 
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XOATEYTES, onus s ay rfumInTe X TY#T9 rr EACAaTE. that 
is; And fill you ſet at nonght ſuch as confide in 
him, and in the Univerſal and Sowveraign Crea- 
tour that ſent him , and do what you are able to 
expoſe them ; while you curſe in your Synagogues 
thoſe that truſt in Chriſt. For you have not li- 
cenſe your ſelves (mark) to become our Murderers, 
becauſe of the preſent Powers : though as oft as 
you conld, you have not been Fen. in that too, 
This much I think is more than ſufficient to 
evince the perfe& conſent there was betwixt 
the Chriſtians and other parties of Jews, in 
their Civil, or (if you will) Ecclefiaſtick Po- 
litie. 

But becauſe I know it will ſtill ſeem ſtrange 
to moſt, whatever the Judaick Politie was,that 
the Chriſtian Eccleſre ſhould be accounted 
Popular, our Epiſcopiſts holding them to have 
been a kinde of little Monarchies, and the 
Presbyterians Ariſtocracies, I'll ſubjoyn a word 
or two of undeniable proof. Beſides that, the 
Bletſed Apoſtles, and the Holy Men of the 


Apoſtolick Age, St. Clement, St. Polycarp, and 
B 2 St. Iona- 


St. Tohratins direft their Letters of Inſtruttions, 
for the moſt part, neither co one fingle per- 
ſon , nor yet to a ſtinted number of people; 
but to —_ Conventions : St. Paul in his firſt 
ro the Corimbians, chap. 5. exprelsly charges 
them all in full Synagogue,ouwng3i+zwv vygy (faith 
he) to deliver the inceſtuous perlon to; Satan 
tor his Correion, without onee mentioning 
the Clergy-man, or his Keys. Nay, (which is 
yet more) when the whole Colledge of Apo- 
ſtles were congregated at Hieruſalem,( AS. 1 5.) 
to conſider the debates at Antioch about the 
Moſaick Rituals, they preſume not to write in- 
fallible! Letters by their own Authority , but 
regularly convene the People, and then make 
their {ſeveral Harangues to them. And (9.22.) 
the Apoſtles, Presbyters, and the whole Eccle- 
fra, or Convention, paſs an otder for the draw- 
ing up of their ſenſe into the form of an Epi- 
ſtle, which runs thus, (. 23.) The Apoſtles, 
Elders and Brethren, &c. And (v. 25.) its 
Authentickneſs is expreſſed thus , *Ib5ey nu S$uo- 
Mei 9g3vugdtr, We thought fit in full Conven- 
tion, &c, And in fine, (wv. 28.) It ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt and to us. By this may 
be ſeen, that in thoſe times the Holy Ghoſt 
was not the Clergies peculiar, as it hath been 

thought 


thought ſince. , eſpecially. by thoſe of. Sizou's 
trade. Fl adde the teſtimony of. Jgnatinee, in 
has undoubted Epiſtle to the Philadelphians, 
becauſe he is commonly thought a zealous Pa- 
tron of the Clergic Intereſt. He there per- 
ſwades the Convention to ele a Deacon for 
their Legate , to make a Vilit to the Con- 
pention at Antioch, to which he had belonged, 
in theſe words, Ipims iv.tnils ws Exx>ucia S64 ger 
egTuwIg 0 Sid gver 6s. T0 mpeoC dog Sev wpeoCeiar, Tp be. 
comes you as a Convention of God , to elec} a 
Deacon to go as a Legate for God. And then 
addes , Oiavn 5 Uky i t51 aSwzmw 3 count, 
Yeo, ws x) a lip "Exxanciay 7 RET bazoug aw, as 2 
wpeofuipes 4 Sraxgres. that 15, It is no great matter, 
if you are but willing to do fo mych for God, 
fince your Neighbouring Conventions hawe fent 
ſome of them Biſbops , others Presbyters and 
Deacons. But it none of this had been ſaid, it 
would be more than plain to every wnbyaſled 
Reader of this good mans Epiſtles , that the 
Chriſtian Politie was then rather faulty on the 
Popular ſide than otherwiſe; ſince ſo man 
Conventions of. Pious and Huly Men had to 
great need to be inſtructed in their, Duty of 
Subjection to their Biſhops and Presbyterics, 
which, it ſhould ſeem, in thoſe good zimes was 
almoſt 
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almoſt wholly negleQed : it being, as the an- 
tient Commentary upon the Epiſtle to the E- 
pheſians (believed to be St. Ambroſe's) informs 
us, Omnibus inter initia conceſſum &» Evange- 
lizare ©» Baptizare , ©» Scripturas in Eccleſia 
explanare. Allowable for all Men at firſt to 
Preach, Baptize, and Expound the Scriptures in 
the Convention. All which Tertullian, no mean 
Authour in God's Church, aflerts (in Exhortat. 
ad Uxor.) to be lawful ſtill, as to any thing 
of Divine Right. Nonne &9» Laici Sacerdotes 
ſumns? Scriptum eſt, Reges quoque nos & Sa- 
cerdotes Deo &» Patri ſno fecit. Differentiam 
inter Ordinem &» Plebem conſtituit Eccleſie Au- 
Foritas , &- honor per conſeſſum ſan#ificatus. 
Ided ubi Ectleſiaſtici Ordinis non eſt conſeſſns,@» 
offers &» tingis, @ Sacerdos es tibi folus. Sed 
ubi tres, Eccleſia eft, licet Laica. That is, Are 
not we that are Laymen Prieſts too? It 3s writ- 
ten, He hath made us Kings and Prieſts to God 
and bis Father. The diftinftion betwixt 'the 
Bench of Presbyters and the Commoners, was 
made only for deference and reſpe& to thoſe that 
preſide in the Convention. Wherefore where 
there is' not a Conwemtion-Bench thou thy ff 
giveſt the Euchariſt, Baptizeſt, and art thine 
own Prieft. "Tet where "there are three, there 'is 
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a Convention , or Church , though but a Lay 
one. 

It is moſt probable that the Diſorders, that 
continually hapned in thefe Popular Churches, 
brought that Ariſtocracie , which St. Hierome 
in his Epiſtle to Exagrizs , and after him the 
pious and learned Mr. Calvin and the Modern 
Presbyterians plead Preſcription for, as being 
much more antient than the preſent Epiſcg- 
pacy. However, it could not keep long from 
devolving into the abſolute Power of Biſhops, 
who in proceſs of- time were themſclves alſo 
fwallow'd up by Patriarchs, and all at Jaſt by 
one Demogorgon Pope. In manner not unlike 
to this, the Roman Senate ,too, (to, compare 
great things with ſmall) by trampling upon: the 
poor Plebeans, brought the Lſurper Ceſar, 
with a whole train of Succeflors, upon their 
own heads. This ſecond Alteration is noted, 
and not without ſome ſeverity, by the antiene 
Commentator upon the Firſt Epiſtle to Timo: 
thy, ſuppoſed to be the above-mentioned St. 
Ambroſe of Milan ; Et Synagoga (faith he) 05+ 
eſtes Eccleſia Seniores habuit, quorum fine con- 
filio nibil agebatur ; quod qua negligentia abſol- 
verit, neſcio; niſe forte DoStorum, deſidid , aut 
magis ſuperbi2 , dum ſols. volunt aliquid videri, 

That 
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That is, Both the Synagogue firſt (mark: the pa- 
rity) and the Church after, had its Seniours, 
which by what negle& it hath come to be diſuſed, 
I know not ; unleſs perchance through the floath 
of Prelates, or ( as F rather thatk_) their Aimbi- 
tion to-ſeem ſomebody alone. 

Much more I might ſay, if my purpoſe 
were to be'tlarge ; but'this much I coall fed 
omit, to ſhew' by what ſteps the'flock of Chriſt 
came /at laſt to be a prey 'to the Avarice atid 
Ambition -of Biſhops, \in the time'of our wn- 
happy 'Emperour Falian ; in lo much that they 
were tamely led, or violently driven, like beaſts 
by Graziers, to fulfil the brutiſh-Paſſions, and 
Intereſts oP thoſe: that managed them. .  * 

To'tetutn'to- our fic Diſcourſe chep,” this 
diſcerning] Price {608 faw' their Delighe' was 
to \ere&t m all-parts of the Empire cheir own 
Mofaick or Eccleliaſtick Politic, by thertiſelve; 
Metamorpho#d-frb&m' a Democracy into "a 
Abſolute Tyranny : they having advinked "fo 
far already, as *to procure of Conſtantine | the 
ſole. Jari{&iion.over. Chriſtians , and leave. to 
Aftemble themſelves at Nice, to divide the 
Roman Provinees among themſelves, - and make 
a-new Body of Laws , called Eccleſiaſtical Ca- 
ons , to the ntter ' aboliſhing © of the Roman 
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Laws and Government , and the great Op- 
preſſion of thoſe Gentiles whom God had not 
yet enlightned with his Crace. 

He ſaw moreover that let a Chriſtian be 
never fo deeply Criminal, no profane hand 
muſt touch him; nor muſt he endure any 0- 
ther Puniſhment, than Confeſſion and Penance ; 
and that - when once Abſolved, he was as in- 
nocent as the unborn Child. Which practice 
of theirs in proceſs of Time almoſt ruinated 
their Empire; For not reflecting , that as He- 
brews and a conquered People , they had (as 
was above ſhew'd) been deſpoiled of their 7u- 
ra Majeſtatis , and fo of the uſe of the Sword 
in. caſes of Blood, it never came into their 
minds to petition Conſtantine for the Reſtitu- 
tion of their antient Rights; but contempla- 
ting the perpetual pradtice of their Anceſtors, 
ſince Chriſtianity only , held on in their now 
long-accuſtom'd track of Anathemarizing, ſup- 
poling it to have been of the ſame Divine 
Right with their Religion; until ar laſt, all 
men, good and bad, promilcuouſly crowding; 
into the Church, to be of the Religion in 
vogue, they found their Government become 
impraCticable, and thereupon were forced' to: 
dilgorge what. they could not concoct, and to! 
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refund the copnizance of Capital and other ae- 
duos matters te the old Pagan Civil Laws and 
Magiſtracy , which dy this means:/have beet 
through God's Mercy contioued down tv our 


Tames, where they 'begm _ ro grow Ver» 


dant and to threatem Retahar! 
ſurping Pticſthood. 

Adde to this ,, that he could fee” nv Perſon 
nor Rank exempted from the give Anutheyrs 
Nether conld be know , bur that the Sove- 
rajgn Prince himicl' might wpon a Pique; fuch 
as the diſgrace of a Prelate, be on 
a Yudden Papahized , and next Afaſfinated 
even by them that had atvanc's him,, ſince 
he fo lately faw Conftars. armed apainſt ' his 
own Brother Conſturtins, by the Roman Biſhop 
and the great Athanaſnes , merely becauſe the 
latter had been outed his See, though as ſome 
ſay, for Treafon, Sorcery, and Murder. And 
oh indeed might he not juſtly fear, when 
he ſaw with what beftial Rage the ſeveral 
Factions the Biſhops form'U themſelves among 
the people, by whom they were'then Elected, 
did ma#tfacre cach other. #f a man, as rmagine 
it were at Alexandriz , had a Deſi e to fup- 
plant a more potent and popular Competitor, 
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that he was not a right Chriſtian, but a cor- 
' rupter of the true Faith, for that he uſed to 
read Origer and Plato, unſanctified Authors ; 
and then ten to one but he was knockt on the 
head, cither by the Rabble of the Town, or 
by ſholes of Authropomrerphite Monks,, who 
commonly made ' what Biſhops they pleaſed ; 
and: for: a long time made a .prey of the E- 
gyptiau Kingdome, as well as of later years of 
our own; but now God hath delivered us, by 
the meansof a great and generous Prince,from 
this fort' of Egyptian Vermine,, who teſtored 
our Rehigion to its Primitive: Candonr and Ins 
genuity, partly in his own Perſon, and partly 
by his Son and Daughter of Eternal Memory, 
who obliged their Spiritual as well as Tempo- 
ral Subjects to ſwear Fealty to them, as their 
Eccleſraftick (ſince there muſt be that diſtin- 
ion) as well as Civil Supremes. + + .. 
Bue to return whence I diverted; .T- am per- 
ſwaded nothing offended him fo much, as the 
vile Hypocriſie of the then Clergy, who befides 
their coyning of contrary Creeds, in the Reigns 
of Conſtantive and Conſtantius , and modelfin 
Relig ion by -Court-Intrigues, ſeemed almoſſ 
w bY to diſpenſe, with Morality ,' placing 
SanGimpny not {0 tiuch in a good Life, as in 
Wl bo i C 2 the 
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the ſtrift Obſervance -of the Rituals and the 
Symbolical Reprelentations of our Religion ; 
ſuch as Baptiſm , the Euchariſt, Chriſm , but 
above- all in fubmitring to the Formalitics of 
Confeſſion and Penance, npon which the worſt 
of offences were - too eaſily remitted. What 
fleſh could bear to hear the Murderers of ones: 
Father , ' Uncle, two Brothers , ſix. Couſin- 
germans, harangued to Heaven in Pulpits, as. 
very holy and good men, becauſe (forſooth), 
ablolved by their own Friends the Prieſts? 
And I the rather faſpe&t this: to have been the 
principal Cauſe of his Fragical Apoſtaty;! be- 
cauſe; I do not finde his Satyr any where o- 
truculent, as upon this occaſion. In the end 
of his Ceſars we finde his Uncle Conftamine 
conducted by the Goddeſs Effeminacy to her 
Siſter Debanchery, where he findes his Son Con- 
ſtantins making Proclamation as followeth-; 
Os phopds, ons puayporO- , ogs ways x Etaupes , imw 
Dreppory, dm: Pave 18 amy TYTWI Ty vm AvGas ding. 19.” 
Drvegy = mad troy Os mois prerduag aura 1 
30: mutarn » 7? woanly gamitarri, xg 9x99 wid. 
Theſe words, though the Learned mri 
tavins durſt not tranſlate to. his Catholick 
Friends, I may to pious Proteſtants without 
the leaſt offence , ſince they derive not their 

IS x Religion 
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Re'igion from Conftantine's Biſhops, but from 
Chriſt nnmediately.” Ho! whoſoever. 3s either 
Sodomite, Murderer , Rogue or Villain, let him 
dread nothing but repair Tide with this water 
I'll make him cleaz ina trice: And if be-ſhall 
happen;(as-humane Nature is frailto-repeat the» 
ſame Crimes,,, if he will, buti thump bis breaft, 
and box his noddle; I'll warrant him as tirnocent 
as the Child unborn. This was the vengeance 
Julian took for the Barbarous Murders com- 
mitted upon almoſt. his. - whole. Family-, and: 
Blood. i” þ (94 Jorge Dri hl es 

Theſe particulars F chought fir to recount; 
omitting many others, {uch as the diſcounte- 
nancing and perſecuting men of. honeſt and 
Primitive Principles, free Learning and ſound 
Philoſophy , becauſe above their Emulation ; 
and paying devout Viſits to the Bones of dead 
Friars , calling them. Holy Reliqnes,, and;{uch+ 
like, But that I mayinot be thought to ob-- 
trude my own Sentiments for 7ulian's, T will 
adventure to. Tranſlate an Epiltle of his to the 
Citizens of Bofira, who had been in ſome diſ- 
orders, by reaſon, as it ſhould: ſeem, of a 
Toleration, allow'd by Falian tothe yet vas: 
converted Heathens of that Town. 


Julian 
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JuLTAR to the BOSTRENS. 


[ "Thought: verily the Galilean Prelates 
* would -have accounted themſelves better” 
iged 'þ whey. thary they were by my Prede-\ 
ceftous. 'Sitce in his tine many of them Snf. 
fer'd Bxite Perſecution and Impriſonment ; ; 
my: whole Corporations of thetm they terrh 
Hereticks, were put t6 the Sword : Informich 
thavar:Samoſata-y)!Cyzicmn, 'Paphlagonia , "Mp 
thynia, Galatiz and many other Coun 

whole Towhs' \were']ai@ vel with the Farth. 
The cleary comraty' to which has'beeh in thy 
time. For ſuch ''as' liad been Exited I calfed 
home, and to'ſuch as had: been' Proſerib'd, I 
reftor'd their own entire.  'But to thar pitch 
of beſtial Outrage avec they arrived, thar fince 
they:may-not' ff a& the: Tyexnts, 'nor as men” 
above the 'conttoul of Laws, ) perperrate whiat 
they: Jid formerly , *a6t' only” pon us, that 
reverence the Gods, 'bur 'rypon ' one- another 
too ; they leave no ſtone unturn'd', and have 
the impudence wo raife Funds” and Infurre- 
Givas amotig the”: pteple} -prRifirig nEthRr 
Picty to the (Gods }*- Toke Obedience to on 
Laws, though fo gentle and humane to them. 
Where- 


Wherefore we will have none 'of them hal'd 
to .our Alrars , but contrarimile+ do; hereby 
ſrewhrly charge them, that if any of them 
ſhall hereafter of his free minde 'dehire tor par- 
tcipate. with us w.our Religious Rites, that 
he firſt offer Expmatory Sacrifice, and propi- 
tiate the averting Deivies. So far are we from 
being fond 'of them communaon, that x cannot 
fo mach. as once enter-into us, that any per- 
fons'{ anpious as they, can.be at all qualified 
to participate of our holy Satrifices, |before he 
hath purged his Minde - by upphcatmg the 
Gods, and his Body by the uſual Purgations. 
To me it + plain that the People, by che te- 
duttion of thoſe they 'call Clergze , do; raiſe 
theſe ſtirs, avd all becauſe they are reſtrained 
their Sormer Exceſies.” For having.oncet.ens 
joy'd a Tyranny 'of their own, they cannot 
be contented with Impunity tor their paſt 
Crimes, but ſtill thirſt for thew tormer Domi- 
nation 5 and becauſe they may not play the 
Judpes , ner make peoples Wills , and pol- 
tels them(elves of other mens Patrmnonies,and 
toget all into their own dutches, they leave 
no baſe nor unlawtul delign unattempted ; but 
as the Saying is , Pile fire upon fire ; and ave ſo 
daring as to adde to their former Vallanies 

freſh. 
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freſh ones, much greater than them, enraging 
the people, to create Diſorders, Wherefore I 
thought fit by this publick Declaration to fore- 
awarn all. good people, that they  tumultuate 
not with. their Clergze ,. nor be perſwaded;iby 
them ' to take up ſtones; 'nor to oppoſe: their 
Superiours. Let them congregate with them 
as long as they ſhall think good, and fay what 
Prayers they ſhall appoint them, ſo it be 
for themſelves only. But if they ſhall go 
about to Preach them into Rebellion, let them 
give-cap.to them at their utmoſt peril. - I the 
rather give this warning unto the good Citi- 
zens of Boſtra , becauſe Biſhop Titzs and his 
Clergy, to. purge themſelves , have impeach'd 
them ; ſaying , That they had indeed done 
their - utmoſt ro qualitie. them. , but that they 
were ungovernable. I have therefore ſpeci- 
fied in this my Declaration the words the 
Biſhop had the face to inſert into his Defenſe ; 
Thongh the Chriſtians (faith he) were not inferior 
to the Grecks in number , yet I did my beſt to 
pacifie them. Thele are your Biſhops very 
words -of you. ' Mark, I pray you, | how he 
imputes your quietnels to himlelt, not to you. 
You are, it he ſay truce, reſtrained, not by 
your own good liclinations, but by _ 
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ſwaſions. Expcl him your City as your com- 
mon Accuſer., You Lay-men Jive in peace 
one with another, and let none of you act 
either Oppoſition to the Government, or In- 
juſtice to your Neighbours. Neither do you, 
abuſed and miſtaken people,offerany wrong to 
thoſe that lawfully and truely ferve the Gods 
according to antient Cuſtome ; nor do you, 
the trae Worſhippers of the Gods, either mo- 
leſt the Families or ravage the Goods of thoſc 
that are miſled through Simplicity and Igno- 
rance. Men ought to be brought over by 
Reaſon and Periwaſion, and not by i]l Uſage, 
Blows, - or Stripes. I again and again ſtrictly 
charge all ſuch as are Followers of true Picty, 
no wile to injure, affront or abuſe the Galilearn 
Laity. For ſuch as a& erroneouſly in greateſt 
matters, are rather obje&ts of Commileration 
than Hatred. Now as Picty is the beſt of 
Goods, ſo is Impicty the worſt of Ills. And 
ſuch as relinquiſh the Immortal Gods for the 
Bones and Reliques of dead men , are ſuffici- 
ently puniſht by the exchange they make. We 
ever compaſſionate perlons involy'd in Cala- 
maties , as we congratulate thoſe whom- the 


Gods have deliver'd. 


Dat. Antioch. Ang. 1. 
D The 
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The Epilogue: 

LL pious Chriſtians will, I know, read the Im- 
picties of this unfortunate Apoſtate and Enemy 
of our true Faith, with juſt and doe abhorrence ; bur 
they will withal, I am perſwaded, admire to find 
the Execrable Plots and Villanous Iatrigues of the 
Roman Eccleſiaſticks and their Dependents (not to 
charge one Old-man with the common blame) ſo long 

ſiace either truely exemplified or at leaſt ſagaciouſ] 
predicted, and that by a great Monarch of the norms 4 
Empire the Sun hath yet ſeen: And not only: theſe, 
but the intemperate and feeble Paſſions alſo of the 
otherwiſe good men of our Times, who while they 
pretend to inſtru us, do themſelves under the pre- 
text either of Government on the one hand, or of 
Conſcience on the other , ſo ſhamefully violate that: 
grand aad once indiſpenſable Precept of Charity,- de+ 
livered them and us by our Saviour Chriſt, As if 
the Conteſt were not ſo much who ſhould be moſt 
like to him, or moſt- conformable to the Divine Pre- 
cepts delivered by him, as who hath moſt right to 
abuſe, Burleſque and expoſe the reſt ; and that perſon 
were moſt happy, who could procuxe a Priviledge or 
Patent from God or Man for ſo doing. Let ſuch men 
read the Epiſtle above, and bluſh at the equal candonr 
and” impartial Gharity of a Heathen, and tor.the future 
' ſtudy: to recaver. the. Reputation. of decay'd Chriſtia» 
nity by better cultivating its Eſſentials, Piety, Loyalty, 
Charity, Sobriety and mutual Forbearance, In fine, 
however Clergy differ in ſmaller points, ſuch as School 
Subtleties, Rutuals, Juriſdiction: over? us, Humour or 
Intereſt, let not the honeſt Laity intermeddle, much 
leſs eſpouſe their-Quarrels,unle(s they ſhall defire them, 
as in times of Ptimitive and [mpolitick Chriſtianity, to 
give their Suttrage among them, Ire- 
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Irenicum Pag. 398. Repreſenting the - Judg- 
ments of our firſt Reformers, concerning Ec- 


clefiaſtick Pohne. 


Oon aſter were called together by the Kings = or- 
der, the former ſele® Aſſembly at Windlor-Caſtle , 
where met ( as far 4s I can gueſs by the ſeveral Papers 
delivered in by every one of them fuertgly,end ſmbſcribed 
with their own hands, all which Theve pernſed) theſe 
following perſons, Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Edward Archbiſhop of York; the BiſNop of Rocheſter, 
Edamnd Bop of London, Robert Biſhop of Carhiſle , 
Dr. George Day , Dy. Thomas Robertſon, Dy. ]. Red- 
mayne , Dr. Edward Leighton, Dr. Simon Matthew, 
Dr. William Treſham, Dy. Richard Cozen, Dr. Edge- 
worth, Dr. Owen Oglethorp:, Dy. Thyrliby. Theſe 
ol/ gave in their ſeveral Reſolutions in Papers, to the 
£weftions proponnded, with their Names ſubſcribed, (a 
far more prudent way than the confuſton of verbal and 
tediows Diſputes) all whoſe judgments are accurately 
ſummed up, and ſct down by the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury himſelf. Their Reſolutions contain diſtin An» 
ſmers to ſeveral ſorts of Queſtions propounded to them. 
The. firſt ſet contained ſeveral Bueſtions about the Maſ7, 
about the Inſtituting, Receiving, Nature, Celebration of 
it 5 and whether in the Maſs it be convenient v0 uſe ſuch 
Speech as the people may underfiand;, whether thewhole 
were fit to be Tranſlated, or only ſome part of it; with 
Several other Sueſtions of the ſame nature. The ſecond 
ſet is more pertinent to our purpoſe, wherein are Seven» 
tee Queſtions propoſed to be reſolved'; Ten of them be- 
long to the number of Sacraments, the other Seven con« 
cern Church Government: The Pwueſtions are theſe. 
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Q. 9. Whether the Apoſtles lacking a higher power, as 
in not having « Chriſtian King, among thets, made Bj- 

ſhops by that neceſſity,or by Aut hority given them of God? 

10. Whether Biſhops or Prieſts were firſt; and if the 
Prieſts were firſt, then the Prieſt made the Biſbop ? 

II. Whether a Biſhop hath Authority to make a Prieſt 
by the Scripture or no, and whether any other but only 
a Biſhop may make « Prieſt ? 

12. Whether in the New Teſtament be required any 
Conſecration of any Biſhop and Prieſt, or ouly appoint- 
ing to the Office be ſufficient ? 

13. Whether (if it fortuned a Prince Chriſten learn- 
ed, to Conquer certein Dominions of Infidels, having 
none but the Temporal Learned men with him ) it be de- 
ſended by Gods Laws,that he and they ſhould Preach and 
Teach the Word of God there or no, and alſo make and 
Conſtitute Prieſts or no © mr 

I4. Whether it be forfended by Gods Law, that if it 
ſo fortuned that all the Biſhops and Prieſts were dead, 
and that the word of God ſhould be there unpreached , 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm and others unminiſtred, that 
the King of that Region ſhould make Biſhops and Prieſts 
to ſupply the ſame or no # 

16. Whether a Biſhop or a Prieſt may Excommunicate, 
and for what Crimes, and whether they only may Ex- 
communicate by Gods Law ? 

Theſe are the Queſtions, to which the Anſwers are 
ſeverally returned in diſtin@ Papers, all of them bound 
together in a large Volume by Archbiſhop Cranwer, and 
every one ſubſcribed their Names, and ſome their Seals 
to the Papers delivered in, It would be too tedious 4 
work to ſet down their ſeveral Opinions at large, only 
for the deſerved reverence all bear to the name and me- 
mory of that moſt worthy Prelate and gloriows Martyr, 

Archbiſhop 
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Archbiſhop Cranmerz 7 ſhall ſet down his Anſwer di. 
ſtinly to every one of thoſe Queſtions, and the An-« 
ſwers of ſome others to the more material Queſtions to 
our purpoſe. 

To the Ninth Qu. AZ Chriſtian Princes have com- 
mitted unto them immediately of God, the whole cure of 
all their Subjets, as well concerning the adminiſtration 
of Gods word for the cure of Souls , as concerning the 
miniſtration of things Political, and civil governance. 

And in both theſe Miniſtrations, they muſt have ſun- 
dry Minifters under them to ſupply that which is appoin- 
ted to their ſeveral Offices. 

The Civil Miniiters under the Kings Majeity in this 
Realm of England, be thoſe whom it ſhall pleaſe his 
Highneſs for the time to put in Authority under him ; 
as for example, the Lord Chancellonr , Lord Treaſurer, 
Lord great Maſter , Lord Privy Seal, Lord Admiral, 
Mayors, Sheriffs, &c. 

The Miniſters of Gods word under his Majeity , be 
the Biſhops, Parſons, Vicars, and ſuch other Prieits, as 
be appointed by his Highneſs to that Miniſtration ; as 
for example, the Biſhop of Canterbury, the Biſhop of 
Dureſme ,- the Biſhop of Wincheſter, the Parſon of 
Wyawick, &c. 

All the ſaid Officers and Miniiters , as well of the 
one ſort as the other, be appointed, aſſigned, and eleFed 
in every place by the Laws and Orders of Kings and 
Princes. 

In the admiſſion of many of theſe Officers, be divers 
comelyCeremonies and Solemmnities uſed, which be not 
of neceſſity , but only for @ good Order and ſcemly 
Faſhion. For if ſuch Offices and Miniſtrations were 
committed without ſuch Solemnity, they were never- 
thaleſs truely committed. 

And 
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Aud there is no more promiſe of God, that Grace is 
given in the committing of the Eccleſiaſtical Office , 
than it is in the committing of the Civil. In the A- 
poſiles time, when there were no Chriſtian Princes by 
whoſe Authority Miniſters of Gods Word might be ap- 
pointed, nor Sins by the Sword correffed 1 there was 
#0 remedy then for the correFion of Vice, or appoin- 
ting of Miniſters , but only the conſent of Chriſftian 
Multitude among themſelves, by an uniform Conſent, 
to follow the Advice and Perſwaſion of ſuch perſons, 
whore God had moſt endued with the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Counſel. And at that tieve,foraſmmeh as Chriſtian 
people (mark) had no Sword. nor Governour among 
them, they were conſtrained of neceſſity to take ſuch 
Curates and Prieits, as either they knew themſelves to 
be meet thereunto, or elſe as were commended unto thene 
by others that were ſo replete with the Spirit of God,with 
ſuch knowledge in the profeſſion of Chriit, ſuch wiſdom, 
ſuch converſation and counſel , that they ought even of 
very Conſcience to give credit unto ther, aud to except 
ſuch as by them were preſented. And ſo ſometimes the 
Apoitles , and others unto whom God had given abun- 
dautly his Spirit, ſent or appointed Minifters of God: 
word ſometime the people did chooſe ſuch as they 
thought meet therewnto and when they were appointed 
or ſent by the Apoitles or others, the people of their own 
voluntary will with thanks did accept them ; not for 
the Supremacy, Imperie or Dominion, that the Apoitles 
had over them to command as their Princes or Maſters, 
but as good people (honeſtly ſaid) ready to obey the ad- 
wice of good Conncelors, and to accept any thing that 
was neceſſary for thetr edification and benefit. 

To Qu. 10. The Biſhops and Prieſts were at one time, 
and were not two things, but both one Office in the 
beginning of Chriſts Religion. 1,4 
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i1. 4 Biſhop may make « Priefl by the Scriptures, 
and ſo may Princer and Governonrs alſo, and that þ 
the Authority of God committed them, and the People 
alſo by their Eleftion. For as we reed that Biſhops 
heve done it, ſo Chriſtian Emperonrs and Princes have 
done it. And the People (mark this) before Chriſtian 
Princes were, commonly did ele their Biſhops and 
Prieſbs. 

x2. Ia the New-Teſtament , he that is appointed to be 
4 Biſhop or a Prieſt, needeth no Conſectation by the 
Scripture 3 for Eledtion or appointing thereto ## ſuffi- 


__ cient, 


13. It is not againſt Gods Law, but contrary they 
ought in deed ſo to do; and there be Hiſtories that 
witneſr, that ſome Chriſtian Princes and other Lay- 
men unconſecrate have done the ſame. 

14. It is not forbidden by Gods Law. 

15. A Biſhop or a Prieſt, by the Scripture, is neither 
commanded ncr forbidden to Excommunicate. But 
where the Laws of any Region give hine Authority to 
Excommunicate, there they ought to uſe the ſame, in 
ſuch Crimes as the Laws have ſuch Authority in. And 
where the Laws of the Region forbid them, there they 
have no Authority at all, And they that be no Prieſts 
may alſo Excommunicate, if the Law allow thereunto. 

Thus far that exce#ent perſon , in _ Judgment 
nothing is more clear, than bis aſcribing the —_ 
Form of Government in the Church to the determina- 
tion of the Supreme Magiſtrate. This Judgment of his 
is thus ſubſcribed by him with his own hand. 

T. Cantuarienl. This is mine Opinion and Sentence 
at this preſent, which I do not temerariouſly define, hut 
do remit the judgment thereof wholly to your Majeſty. 


Which 
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Which I have exattly tranſcribed out of the Origi- 
nal, and have dlforoed, generally the Form of Writing 
at that time uſed. In the ſame M. S. it appears, that 
the Biſbop of St. Alaph, Thyrleby, Redman a»d Cox, 
were all of the ſame Opinion with the Archbiſhop, that 
at firſt Biſhops and Presbyters were the ſame; and the 
two later expreſsly cite the Opinion of Jerome with 
approbation. Thus we ſee by the Teſtimony chiefly of 
him, who was inſtrumental in our Reformation, that 
he owned not Epiſcopacy 4s #4 — Order from 
Presbytery of Divine Right 3 but only as a prudent Con- 
ftitution of the Civil Magiitrate, for the better Go- 
verning the Church. 

Thus far the worthy Authour of Irenicym,to which 
I ſubſcribe and conclude. 


FINIS. 


